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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION I 
       
Date:    October 12, 2010 

 

SUBJ:  Dairy Farm, Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) 

Inspection Conducted October 7, 2010 

 

FROM:  Diane Boisclair, Inspector 

 

THROUGH: Denny Dart, Water Enforcement Supervisor 

 

TO:  file 

 

I. Background Information 

 

 A. Date, Time of inspection:    Thursday, October 7, 2010, 9:45 AM 

 

 B. Weather Conditions:   Wet drizzle & Cloudy  

 

 C. U.S. EPA Representatives:  Diane Boisclair, Water Enforcement 

                                                           Lisa Thuot, EPA Laboratory 

                                                                                                                      

 D. Site Representatives:          , Owner 

                                                          Jim Leland, VT Dept. of Agriculture 

                                                          Abbie Pajak, VT Dept. of Agriculture 

                                                          Wendy Anderson, VT Dept. of Agriculture 

                                                           

          E. Facility Mailing Address:   Farm 

                                                           3633 Greenbush Road 

                                                           Charlotte, VT  05445-9309             

                                                         

II. Purpose of Inspection 

 

The purpose of the inspection was to assess applicability of and compliance with 

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation requirements under the Clean Water Act. 
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III. Entry Procedures 

 

The inspection was announced several days in advance by telephone to the owner.   

 

IV.  Inspection Observations and Findings 

 

The facility is a working dairy farm owned by , and .  The 

site has been a dairy farm since 1917, which also had a few sheep on the property at that 

time. They have approximately 600+ cows on the 305 acre property. They have 400+ 

acres in several other areas.  Approximately 60 acres at this site are used as pasture.  The 

milk that is collected is sent off site for processing.  The farm has a nutrient management 

plan which is outdated and needs to be updated as required by the Vermont Department 

of Agriculture. 

 

The farm has 2 manure pits and one dirty water pond which is located behind the barns.  

There is also what appears to be a manmade pond which they call the farm pond.  These 

ponds don’t appear to have any connections to a waterway and are most likely manmade. 

The farm also has offsite manure pits that are located at another location. The milking 

parlor and barnyard waste goes directly into the dirty water pond (photo #1).   The 

manure is scraped into a tank at the end of the barns and then into the pit.  They spread 

some manure at this location and also give manure to other farmers to spread on their 

fields.  

 

The farm has chopped bedding in covered piles and a compost pile in the field on the 

west side of the property (photo #2).  The field contains a drainage swale that receives 

runoff from the bedding and compost piles and subsurface tile drains (photos #3-4).  The 

drainage swale flows westerly into a wooded marshy area that abuts the east side of the 

railroad tracks (photo #5).  Cows walk through the field to access a nearby drinking water 

pond located near the railroad tracks (photo #6).  The pond is designated as a ‘freshwater 

pond’ in a ‘freshwater emergent wetland’ on the EPA GIS map.  According to the VT 

Dept. of Agriculture representatives, the pond is not considered a water of the state.  On 

the other side of the railroad track is a field.  There are drainage ditches beside the 

railroad tracks that have some runoff from the tracks in them.  Another tile drain on the 

property runs into the farm pond.  On the east side of the property, the farm has bunker 

storage for the silage, and leachate flows into the heifer manure pit.   

 

 

IV.  Exit Interview 

 

There was no discharge observed at the time of the inspection.  The farmer needs to 

update is nutrient management plan as soon as possible as his old one is outdated.  
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